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the hurts inflicted on their people over time. They have expressed
remorse. And often, in explicit or subtle ways, they have asked for
understanding and forgiveness.

There will be indirect healing processes necessary before the
more obvious conflicts can be addressed successfully. The prime
example in the Middle East is the need for Christian engagement
with Jews to acknowledge the enormous moral debt of Christendom
to the Jews of Europe. Christians must embrace Jews as a beloved
people and begin to persuade them that Amalek is finally dead. To
make this persuasive in the case of Islam, Christians and Jews must
study and learn that the Prophet of Islam saw Judaism and Chris-
tianity as sibling religions sharing the same revelations from God
but in different languages so that different tribes and nations could
understand God’s message. This will be a stunning surprise to the
first two monotheistic traditions who know almost nothing about
the third.

An even more indirect healing process must be launched
between mainline and militant evangelical Christians in the United
States whose antagonisms reflect mutual regional, cultural, and per-
sonal disdain and a history for many of civil war. The many meth-
ods of respectful engagement demonstrated by the better angels in
this book help show the way. Popular initiatives to heal history have
great impact on societies as some of the stories show. But there is
nothing quite like the courage and selflessness of political leaders
to accelerate a healing process between wounded peoples. Hender-
son gives us the example of former German President Richard von
Weizsdcker who said, “Our forefathers left us a stupendous legacy.
Guilty or not guilty, young or old, all Germans must accept this
past history. We are responsible for what we make of this legacy
and how we relate to it. One who wishes to close his eyes to the
past becomes also blind to the present. He who refuses to register
in memory past acts of inhumanity runs the risk of being infected
again by the same disease”

History proves President Weizsdcker correct. The healing
examples of the people in this book, buttressed by the science of
political psychology, show us how we can make things better.




